
SKGABC Spring Exchange 2019 - Haida Gwaii
May 9-13, 2019

Twice each year, the Sea Kayak Guides 
Alliance of BC hosts an Exchange -- a 

weekend conference for members to gather, 
share workshops and high-level skills 

training in dynamic environments, as well as 
learn from keynote speakers from across the 

industry.  

This spring’s Exchange provides a 
phenomenal opportunity to explore “the 

Edge of the World”: Haida Gwaii.



Welcome to Haida Gwaii!

Shuttle pick-up from the Sandspit airport 
(YZP, 3:15pm) or Skidegate ferry (5pm 
arriving via Port Hardy / Prince Rupert) 
is provided (on Thursday May 9th only).

We'll have a welcome dinner and 
reception at the Queen Charlotte Hall.  
Indoor camping accommodation 
starts there Thursday night.

If you’re coming or going on different days, 
you can pre-book your own 
accommodation, and transport via the 
Eagle Transit bus.

*Itinerary subject to change.

Thursday: Arrival Day

Special Exchange Coach
Kate Hives

ITINERARY
May 9-13, 2019

Kate is President of the SKGABC Board of Directors, SKGABC Level 3 Guide 
with Class 4 Waters Endorsement, Guide Trainer and Examiner; BCU 5* and 
white water kayak Level 2 Instructor Leader with CKC; and a Level 2 Instructor 
with Paddle Canada.  With a Masters in Environmental Practice from Royal 
Roads University, and a deep connection to West Coast spirit and place, Kate 
is truly a phenomenal and world-renowned paddling coach.

http://eagletransit.net/services/transit-services/sandspit-airport-shuttle/


After breakfast, we’ll travel by van to the Haida Heritage Centre at 
Kay Llnagaay, take a self-guided tour of the museum and learn 
more about this magnificent place and the people that live here.
 

On our way back to Charlotte, 
we'll stop at St. Mary's Spring, 
located between Tlell and 
Skidegate. Legend has it that 
if you drink from these waters, 
you are destined to return to 
Haida Gwaii. 
Disclosure: SKGABC does not 
encourage drinking from untreated 
water sources. 
 

Friday: Explore Graham Island

Early lunch stop at the famous 
Kay Bistro - we highly 
recommend their Kay 
Fried Chicken (KFC) 
Sandwich! Bring about 
$20 for this meal.
(Free bag lunch also available).
 

After lunch we'll 
drive north to 
Tow Hill and 
North Beach. 
Here we can hike 
up the hill and 
explore the 
beaches and the 
Blowhole. Option 
for an interpretive 
or skills workshop 
here. 

Stop in the village of Old 
Masset with an option to 
check out Haida art.

Further down the road is a 
glacial erratic, locally referred 
to as Balance Rock. Definitely 
worth a photo-op!  

We'll return back to Charlotte for dinner at the 
Hall and an after-dinner presentation.
 



Saturday: Skill Development Day
RESCUES!

SCENARIOS!

TOWING!

NAVIGATION!

PLUS! Saturday night guest 
speakers & dinner celebration.

All your Exchange goodness, including:



Moresby Explorers, one of the main transport companies 
that takes kayakers into Gwaii Haanas, will take us on a 
one-day tour to K’uuna Llnagaay, on Louise Island.

This ancient village site hasn’t been inhabited since the 
1880s, but visitors can still see standing totem poles and 
house pits.

Although Louise Island is outside of the boundaries of 
Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve, K’uuna Llnagaay is 
included as one of the Reserve’s five Haida Heritage 
Sites.

We will make one other stop on land to explore beaches 
or other historical sites. Lunch is included.

Sunday option 1: 
Zodiac Tour to K’uuna 

Llnagaay (Skedans)
With Moresby Explorers
*additional cost: $250, less a 
10% discount for SKGABC 
guides (+tax & park fees) Anyone choosing not to participate in the zodiac tour 

can go on a day paddle from Queen Charlotte.

Get to know the local flora, fauna, and history of this 
incredible place that provided a refugia for much of the 

last ice age.

Sunday option 2: 
Interpretive day paddle from Queen Charlotte



● Immersion kayaking gear
● Kayak and/or whatever personal kayaking gear is reasonable 

for you to bring (try for your own throwbag & PFD. Kayaks & gear are 
available. Let us know at registration what you will need).

● Indoor camping gear including sleeping mat, bag, eye mask, 
and earplugs

● XL-duffel bag or bin, for you to neatly pack everything away in 
during the day.

● Full mess kit including travel lunchbag and tupperware for 
sandwiches, thermos / travel mug, plate, bowl, and utensils.

● Rain gear & appropriate footwear
● Good walking shoes
● Indoor footwear - like slippers - for in the Hall (please don’t 

wear wet shoes / boots inside)
● Your fanciest toque for Saturday guide toque contest.
● Any personal snacks or beverages you would like to enjoy
● Warm clothes for zodiac tour  (full rubber rain gear & boots are 

provided, but it gets very windy / cold on the boat)
● Optional: musical instrument

Exchange Packing ListMonday: Departure Day

Early breakfast and clean-up. Plan to be out 
of the Hall shortly after breakfast.

Shuttle provided to the ferry (ferry leaves to 
Prince Rupert at 10am) and to the airport.

If you are staying longer to start your own 
adventure or take the Level Two Exam, 
happy paddles!



Included: 
● Exchange workshops, activities, guest speakers and 

wicked prizes!
● Shared kayak and gear use for sessions if you can’t 

bring your own (must indicate on registration).
● Meals from Thursday evening dinner social until 

Monday morning breakfast
● Transportation to/from either YZP (airport) or 

Skidegate (BC Ferries) on Thursday 9th / Monday 
13th only.

● Catered Saturday night dinner celebration
● 4 nights indoor camping accommodation in the Queen 

Charlotte Hall.  (Bathrooms available, but no 
showers). Participants must be able to pack away their 
personal items for hall use during the day :)

*Must be a current SKGABC member to register.  
*Permanent Haida Gwaii residents, please contact 
info@skgabc.com for a unique participation package.

Not included, highly recommended: 
● Personal transportation to/from Haida Gwaii.  Book your 

personal ferry or flight as soon as you register, as these 
can fill up fast.

● Sunday Zodiac Tour to Louise Island: $250 plus taxes and fees 
(10% discount for the first 10 SKGABC  zodiac registrants)
Advance registration required: (250) 637-2215.

● Please bring some spare cash for short round trip ferry rides 
(~$9), optional Friday lunch stop at the Kay Bistro (~$20), and 
any souvenirs or additional things.

● If you would like to arrange your own private or outdoor 
camping accommodation near QC Hall, you’re welcome to do 
so! 

● Transportation between the airport/ferry terminal and QC Hall is 
not included on any day other than Thursday 9th/Monday 13th.  
If you’re coming or going on different days, you can pre-book a 
spot on the Eagle Transit bus, which will take you directly 
between the airport and the Queen Charlotte Community Hall. 

Exchange Costs SKGABC Guide Member: $350* ( $315 earlybird until March 15!)
SKGABC Associate Member: $500 ($450 until March 15)

Registration open March 1st-April 30th, 2019 and **may be limited**

mailto:info@skgabc.com
http://eagletransit.net/services/transit-services/sandspit-airport-shuttle/


Proudly Hosted By

Sea Kayak Guides Alliance of B.C.

Ocean Sound Kayaking

Kingfisher Wilderness Adventures

Green Coast Kayaking

Registration opens 
March 1, 2019

skgabc.com/events

https://skgabc.com/
http://oceansoundkayaking.com/
https://kingfisher.ca/
https://gckayaking.com/
https://www.skgabc.com/events/view/145-skgabc-2019-guides-exchange-haida-gwaii-date-tbd

