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Sea Kayak Guides Alliance of BC
Water Classification Map
of British Columbia Waters

Hazardous conditions can be found in all coastal
waters regardless of water classification.

Water Class Definitions

Class I Non-challenging protected waters with
limited wind effect, little or no current, easy landings
and ready access to land based assistance

Class II  Lightly populated areas with short
crossings, moderate potential wind effects, gentle to
moderate non-turbulent currents, easy to moderate
landings and light surf beaches.

Class III  Exposed water, sparsely populated areas
with more committing crossings, moderate to strong
currents with turbulance, moderate to strong wind
etfects, ocean swells, difficult landings, surf-beaches.

Class IV Long committing crossings, uninhabited,
rugged and exposed coast, strong turbulent currents,
strong wind effects, large swells, difficult landings,
exposed surf beaches.

Note: When one crosses a water classification
boundary, the water class increases by one level

More information on water classification can be found at:

www.skgabc.com/water-classifications.php
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