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Sea Kayak Guides Alliance of B.C.

National Parks Guide Ratio Standards

Note: Guides should be aware of other operating standards that affect certain
areas and which may provide additional constraints.

Guide : Client Maximum Ratios

Trip Area Doubles Singles Only | Singles & Maximum
Only* Doubles** Group Size
including
guides
Broken 1:50r2:10 1:4 or 2:8 1:50r2:10 12
Group
Islands
Gulf Islands | 1:6 or 2:10 for | 1:4 or 2:8 1:50r2:10 12 for
National Park | overnight trips. overnight
trips.
1:6 or 2:12 for 14 for day
day trips. trips.
Gwaii Haanas | 2:10 2:6 2:8 12
Class1,2,3
Gwaii Haanas | 2:8 2:4 2:6 10
Class 4

* Guides may paddle single kayaks in a “doubles only” group. All clients must be in doubles at

all times.

** To qualify for the maximum “Singles & Doubles” ratio, a minimum of two doubles must be
used for a full group with two guides.

** In a “singles & doubles” mixed group, a lead Level 2 or Level 3 guide must paddle a single

kayak.




ide R irement

Broken Group Islands

Minimum of one Level Three certified guide for trips of any length.

Exception: The SKGABC supports allowing certified SKGABC Level 2 Guides to lead day

trips in the BGI - BUT only if the following conditions are meet

o The exception only applies to day trips where all SKGABC guides and guests
are transported into and out of the BGI Park via a water taxi on the same day, with
no overnights/multi-day trips.

e SKGABC Guides must be in direct radio contact with the water taxi at all times during the
tours.

o The exception only applies to routes for day trips restricted to the inner islands between
Dodd and Nettle islands (see diagram - the green boundary but excluding Hand and the
Pinkertons) and all outside channels and open ocean areas surrounding the boundary).

e The exception includes the following minimum level of experience for a SKGABC
Certified Level 2 Guide leading these trips: 25 days as a SKGABC Certified Level 2 Guide
and ten days assisting a SKGABC Level 3 Guide in SKGABC Class 3 waters (as a
SKGABC Level 2 Guide or SKGABC Assistant Overnight Guide)

Gwaii Haanas
Two certified guides are required for all groups; at least one of these guides must be Level
Three certified.

Gulf Islands
Minimum of one Level One SKGABC guide for day trips in Gulf Islands.
Minimum of one Level Two SKGABC guide for multi-day trips in Gulf Islands.



